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Interviews with dozens of Democratic Party o�cials, including 

93 superdelegates, found overwhelming opposition to 

handing Mr. Sanders the nomination if he fell short of a majority 

of delegates.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senator Chuck Schumer, the 

minority leader, hear congressional losses in November if the 

party nominates Bernie Sanders for president. Democratic 

House members share their Sanders fears on text-messaging 

chains. Bill Clinton, in calls with old friends, vents about the 

party getting wiped out in the general election. And o�cials in 

the national and state parties are increasingly anxious about 

splintered primaries on Super Tuesday and beyond, where the 

liberal Mr. Sanders edges out moderate candidates who 

collectively win more votes. 

Dozens of interviews with Democratic establishment leaders 

this week show that they are not just worried about Mr. 

Sanders’s candidacy, but are also willing to risk intraparty 

damage to stop his nomination at the national convention in 

July if they get the chance. 

From California to the Carolinas, and North Dakota to Ohio, the 

party leaders say they worry that Mr. Sanders, a democratic 

socialist with passionate but limited support so far, will lose to 

President Trump, and drag down moderate House and Senate 

candidates in swing states with his left-wing agenda of 

“Medicare for all” and free four-year public college. 

Democratic Leaders Willing to Risk Party 
Damage to Stop Bernie Sanders
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The White House demanded the ouster of Pentagon policy 
chief John Rood las week after the former industry executive 
opposed the administration on plans to pull U.S. troops from 
Syria and its policy toward Chinese tech giant Huawei.

Rood, who has served as undersecretary of Defense for policy 
since January 2018, resigned on Feb. 19 at the behest of 
President Donald Trump and will o�cially step down at the 
end of this week. Rood oversees implementation of national 
security policy throughout the Defense Department and is 
one of the defense secretary’s top advisers.

At the National Security Council, Rood was known for his 
tendency to explode at underlings, leading to a steady string 
of high-level departures from the Pentagon over the past 
year. On top of that, the NSC chafed at Rood’s opposition to 
several key White House agenda items.

Trump’s campaign to root out “anti-Trump” members of his 
administration following his impeachment acquittal 
provided the NSC the perfect opportunity to �nally oust 
Rood, current and former o�cials said.

Early last year, a group of NSC senior directors brought up 
complaints about Rood’s leadership style with Bolton, 
according to current and former o�cials. The sources 
expressed concern that Rood’s treatment of his sta�, 
particularly widespread incidents of yelling at subordinates, 
was prompting senior leaders to leave the department.

Pentagon policy chief’s �ring was part of 
White House purge
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-microsoft-stocks/microsoft-shares-slip-after-warning-of-cor
onavirus-hit-to-supply-chain-idUSKCN20L27I

Shares of Microsoft Corp fell 4% on Thursday after the company 

warned of weakness in its PC business after a hit to its supply 

chain from the coronavirus outbreak, echoing similar 

statements from Apple Inc and HP.

The sello� in shares wiped o� nearly $50 billion from 

Microsoft’s market value on a day broader markets tumbled 

about 2% on rising fears of a global pandemic.

The virus has infected about 80,000 people, killed nearly 2,800 

and spread to 44 countries, and is believed to have originated in 

the Chinese city of Wuhan late last year.

Microsoft said on Wednesday its supply chain was taking longer 

to return to normal operations than expected, and its Windows 

and Surface computers had taken a bigger hit than feared. 

Apple warned earlier in February it was unlikely to meet its 

March quarter sales outlook due to the coronavirus impact.

“It feels to me that China is getting the coronavirus under 

control,” Apple Chief Executive O�cer Tim Cook said in an 

interview with Fox Business Network, adding that iPhone 

components come from the United States as well as China. 

Cook told the network that iPhone factories in China have 

re-opened and are in “phase three of the ramp mode” of 

returning to normal operations.

Microsoft shares slip after warning of 
coronavirus hut to supply chain
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As the novel coronavirus paralyzes large chunks of China’s 

economy, another possible result from the outbreak could 

strike closer to home for many Americans: shortages of 

lifesaving medication.

 

The U.S. relies on China for electronics, clothes, toys and, 

increasingly, prescription drugs. About 90% of the active 

ingredients used by U.S. companies in drug manufacturing 

come from China, which has prompted politicians and public 

health experts to express concern over potential shortages of 

common generics. To date, manufacturing disruptions 

caused by the novel coronavirus, or COVID-19, haven't led to 

reported shortages in the U.S., but the Food and Drug 

Administration said it's closely monitoring the situation.

The FDA said earlier this week it was tracking about 20 drugs 

that are manufactured primarily in China. Depending on the 

drug, stockpiles lasting weeks, perhaps months, have been 

warehoused, according to supply chain experts.

Coronavirus could lead to drug shortages 
in US


